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rehtegoT gnidliuB...rehtegoT gniklaW

Some of you are probably thinking “Finally, something is being done for the ILHS Alumni.” And 
you’re right. This is overdue to say the least. This magazine is intended to help us reconnect with our 
alumni and for you to reconnect with each other. So whether you’re a “Charger” or a “Cavalier,” we 
hope you find this informa�on to be interes�ng and encouraging. Also, it hopefully reminds you that 
each of you is a part of the ILHS Legacy. It is our prayer that you will share with us how things are 
going in your own personal legacy.

The dic�onary would define legacy as a gi� or a bequest, that is handed down, endowed or 
conveyed from one person to another. It is something descendible that one comes into possession 
of that is transmi�ed, inherited or received from a predecessor.

People o�en think of legacy in terms of financial support, but it’s truly more than that. As alumni 
you are a part of the ILHS legacy. Whether you were one of our early grads who helped to form the 
culture through so many “firsts” or a recent grad that has con�nued the excellence in the classroom, 
on the athle�c field, or in music and drama, you would be surprised to know just how many �mes 
your names are in our conversa�ons and prayers.

The psalmist looks at the legacy of life from another angle. He praises the Lord for His constant 
salva�on: “My rock and my fortress! Do not forsake me!” He hopes with certainty that even through 
great and severe troubles, God shall revive him once again. From his mother’s womb, the Lord drew 
him into the light of day. From his youth up, the Lord has been his trust. 

Regardless of where you are in life, there is a legacy we all share, our legacy in Christ. From Him 
flows our legacy, our works, our career and our life measured out in days of pain and sorrow, joy and 
hope, strength and weakness. The greatest legacy a Chris�an can leave on earth is to be known by 
others as one who con�nually trusted in the Lord in good days and bad, in sunshine and storm, in 
the beginning and end of life. So, as the writer of Hebrews tells us “Let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds” (Hebrew 10:24).

We hope you take a few minutes to reflect on your legacy in Christ and the part that ILHS has played 
in it. We hope to hear from you, and we ask you to keep us in your prayers as we prepare our 
students for their personal Christ-centered legacies.

In His service,

Joe E. Archer

Our Shared Legacy

You, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth. Do not forsake me in 
the �me of old age; forsake me not when my strength is spent. Psalm 71:5, 9
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Name: Kassandra Kernagis
Class of 2016
Age: 21
Occupa�on: Student at Valpraiso University

Pictured: Kassie (right), with her close friend 
Jordyn (le�), taking a break from classes to 
visit the apple orchard.

Hey, I’m Kassie, and wow, where do 
I begin about what I’ve been up to 
since gradua�ng from Illinois 
Lutheran? I graduated in 2016, and 
let me tell you, the �me has 
definitely flown by faster than I 
could have imagined. In the fall of 
2016 I began my first year at 
Valparaiso University, and now this 
coming May I will be gradua�ng 
with my Bachelor’s in Health 
Science. This 3-year undergrad 
por�on will complete my first part 
of my Physician Assistant program. 
I’ve had the amazing opportuni�es 
to shadow in women’s health 
(doctors allowed me to help deliver 
babies!) and observe varying 
orthopedic surgeries this past 
summer when I was in Florida. 
Addi�onally, this semester I will be 
observing at a cancer health 
research center. A�er gradua�on,
I will be returning to VU to pursue 
my Master’s in Physician Assistant 
studies for the next two years.
I am so excited for what lies ahead. 
I know it will take a lot of courage 
and hard work on my end, but
I can’t wait to extend a healing 
hand to others.

But enough about the classroom. 
College has been such an inspiring 
experience for me as I get to see my 
closest friends pursue what they’re 
truly passionate about and get to 
work alongside such talented 
individuals. I will be traveling with 
some of these awesome people to 

Thailand over spring break where 
we will learn about how their 
health systems func�on. 

My love for music in high school 
pushed me to become involved 
with the chapel choir here on 
campus along with being the 
president of the women’s a 
cappella group last year. My 
roommates can s�ll find me 
strumming the ukulele in my room 
or tucked away somewhere in the 
music building playing a piano 
whenever I need a break. When I’m 
not in the library, I am either 
working with my cool bosses at the 
gym on campus, going downtown 
with my friends, playing intramural 
volleyball, or (admi�edly) making 
the drive to Por�llo’s.

I truly value how Illinois Lutheran 
has set me up for life. I chose to 
come to this campus because it 
reflected the interpersonal 
rela�onships between professors 
and students that I felt I had grown 
to know in high school. They’re not 
just teaching us… they’re praying 
for us. Illinois Lutheran decorates 
their walls in Bible verses that now 
have a las�ng place in my heart. 
These verses escape my lips both 
when hardships face me and when I 
reflect on the countless blessings 
around me. I am constantly veiled 
in relief and comfort. I have found a 
church here in Valpo that I a�end 
with my close friends, and the 

service has grown to be my favorite 
part of the week. 

Every year throws something new 
at me, and I’ve learned how to look 
forward to the future rather than 
fear it because I know that, no 
ma�er what, I’m exactly where God 
wants me to be. I thank Illinois 
Lutheran for teaching me that. 
Addi�onally, I’ve learned that sleep 
and health is more important than 
pulling an all-nighter, that 
surrounding yourself with loving 
people will make you a happier 
person, and finally, there’s nothing 
that can’t be fixed with some 
prayer and a cup of coffee.

A Living Legacy in the Church and Community
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Name: Adam Oestmann
Class of 2001
Age: 35
Occupa�on: Opera�ons Supervisor for the Forest Preserve
District of Will County

Preparing God's People for Service 

I began my schooling at ILS in 1988, the same year 
Wrigley Field held its first night game in spite of 
rigorous opposi�on to the idea of installing lights in
the ou�ield, and the same year George H. W. Bush
was elected as the 41st President of the United States. 
I was five years old. I don't know if I was nervous or 
excited (I honestly can't remember), but reflec�ng
on it now, I'm just glad I can say I was there.

Even though my family didn't make a lot of money, my 
mother was determined to give me and my brother a 
Chris�an educa�on. That determina�on made an 
impression on me even then. I understood how 
important it must be to her that even if it meant we 
couldn't pay all the bills in a given month, we were 
going to con�nue to go to ILS.

Academically, I wasn't much of a student. Full of 
energy and easily distracted, I was the kind of kid who 
liked to live inside his own head—drawing pictures in 
class instead of taking notes, or daydreaming instead 
of ge�ng a head start on my school work. Despite my 
shortcomings as a student, however, I graduated my 
senior year in 2001 as class treasurer, head of the 
yearbook commi�ee and member of that year's 
Homecoming Court.

As for what would come next, I honestly wasn't sure. 
I've always found it a li�le unreasonable to expect an 
18 year-old to make long-las�ng decisions on what 
they want to do with the rest of their life, but when I 
got an opportunity to take an entry-level job in public 
service, working at a local nature preserve, I jumped 
on it. One thing I did know, even then, was that 
spending a workday outdoors in the wonders of
God's crea�on seemed like a pre�y good way to
make a buck.

Pictured: Adam with his wife Elizabeth, and their 
daughters Anna (le�) and Emma (right).

15 years later and only by the grace of God, I managed 
to turn that job into a career that I love. I love public 
service, and I s�ll love the outdoors. If television's 
Leslie Knope and Ron Swanson got married and had a 
baby… well let's just say I'd like to think that I have 
Swanson's affec�on for scotch, bacon and camping, 
and Knope's passion for public service.

In November of 2003, my wife gave birth to our first 
daughter, Emma. Anna came three years later, happy 
and healthy on November 1, 2006. When it came �me 
for them to start school, there was no ques�on in my 
mind that I wanted for them the same blessing that 
had been given to me. My wife and I knew that being 
young parents on young salaries would make private 
educa�on a challenge, but to this day I don't know how 
one puts a price on giving your children the gi� of 
hearing God's Word every single day.

The ministry of Illinois Lutheran Schools means so 
much to me that in 2017 I accepted a posi�on to serve 
on the ILS Board of Directors as the board secretary 
and chairman of the Wellness Commi�ee. ILS prepared 
me for my life as a public servant, a servant to my 
church and school, and perhaps most importantly as a 
servant-leader in my role as a husband and father. ILS 
gave me the firm founda�on of the Gospel to stand 
upon and I wouldn't trade my experience there for 
anything.

We share Jesus with his li�le ones! What could be 
more rewarding than that?

A Living Legacy in the Church and Community
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Name: Ka�e Lorig
Class of 2011
Age: 26
Occupa�on: Human Resources Leader, Renaissance
Schaumburg Conven�on Center

Ka�e Lorig, Class of 2011, a�ended Illinois Lutheran schools from preschool
through high school. A�er gradua�ng, Ka�e con�nued her Chris�an
educa�on by a�ending Wisconsin Lutheran College (WLC) for a bachelor's
degree in Business Administra�on with an emphasis in Management and
Marke�ng. While a�ending WLC, Ka�e pursued her dream of interning
for the Walt Disney Company in 2013. She spent a semester remaining
a full �me student and working at Disney's Animal Kingdom in Orlando, FL.

While she was hoping her nametag at Disney would say “Ka�e from Crete,
IL,” she proudly wore a nametag that said “Ka�e from Wisconsin Lutheran
College.” This was a simple and great way to share what Chris�an educa�on
was all about! ILHS was o�en a part of that conversa�on. Ka�e graduated
from WLC Magna Cum Laude in May of 2015.

Immediately a�er gradua�ng, Ka�e started her career in Human Resources with Marrio� Interna�onal. Since 
then Ka�e has advanced through three different Human Resources posi�ons at various hotels in the Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and Schaumburg, Illinois areas. Ka�e currently works at the Renaissance Schaumburg Conven�on 
Center as a Human Resources leader.

Illinois Lutheran schools were, and s�ll are, a family to Ka�e. Growing up in the church and school system and 
following two older brothers that went through the system allowed for Ka�e to know many students from a 
large range of ages. Having such a close-knit group of people from such a young age has been a wonderful 
benefit with naviga�ng career choices and networking. By in large the best benefit of Illinois Lutheran is the 
firm founda�on in faith. Naviga�ng business ethics, work place conflicts, and many other issues that come 
through the door in a career in HR is rela�vely easy because of the faith and founda�on ins�lled from a young 
age.

Ka�e expressed that ILHS staff, classes, sports, and families truly prepared her for college and beyond. The 
installment of Chris�an leadership and ethics has helped cra� Ka�e into who she is, and she is proud to say
she is an ILHS alumni!

A Living Legacy in the Church and Community
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Illinois Lutheran High School Class of 2018

Jason Alexander, Valedictorian
Cedarville University, Ohio
- Cross-Cultural Nursing

Emily Reardon, Salutatorian
University of Illinois at Chicago
- Kinesiology

Joshua Alexander
Undecided
- Criminal Jus�ce

Trenton Biesterfeld
Wisconsin Lutheran College
- Physical Therapy

Abigail Brown
Illinois State University
- Educa�on

Samantha Bruns
Lake Forest College
- English

Alyssa Choksi
Colorado State University
- Microbiology

Theresa Claxton
Prairie State College
- Anima�on

Emma Dorn
Mar�n Luther College
- Educa�on

Omar Esparza
St. Ambrose
- Physical Therapy

Shane Griffin
Augustana College
- Music & Library Science Advising

Sophia Harris
Purdue University West Lafaye�e
- Athle�c Training

Nicole Herern
Western Michigan University
- Nursing

Mollie Hinz
Mar�n Luther College
- Elementary Educa�on & PE

Emily Junker
Wisconsin Luther College
- Elementary Educa�on & Theatre

Jamie Kanger
Illinois State University
- Behavioral Science

Caleb Ma�hias
Lakeland University
- Undecided

Sean McCormick
Illinois Ins�tute of Technology
- Aerospace Engineering
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Illinois Lutheran High School Class of 2018

Jordan Medendorp
Grand Valley State University
- Psychology

Jacob Mills
Concordia University, River Forest
- Educa�on

Josue Osornio
Undecided

Jessica Proctor
Indiana University Northwest
-Pre-Nursing

Tomer Proctor-Zenker
University of Wisconsin Parkside
- Theatre

Isabella Robles
Prairie State College
- Communica�on

Alexandria Scher
Undecided
- Gaming & Coding

Danielle Shanks
Olivet Nazarene University
- Business Administra�on

Andrew Smith
Governors State University
- Computer Science

Claire Stuever
Paul Mitchell Cosmetology School
- Cosmetology

Kyle Stuever
Prairie State University
- Electrician

Zachary Witulski
United States Marine Corps

Anthony Wommack
Purdue Northwest
- Construc�on Management Engineering

Joshua Zaher
Roosevelt University
- Music Educa�on

Antonio Zuniga
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
- Computer Engineering
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Gala 2018
On behalf of Illinois Lutheran Schools, the Gala Commi�ee 
would like to thank you for a�ending the 2018 ILS Gala. We are 
thrilled you could join us and hope you enjoyed the evening we 
planned for you.

God’s blessings guided our success in preparing for the Gala, 
and we are very thankful for His love and support, “for we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” 
Ephesians 2:10.

The Gala would not have been possible without the support of 
our wonderful faculty, students, and parent volunteers. We are 
thankful for the many local businesses and individuals for their 
in-kind dona�ons to our Live and Silent Auc�ons.

We are especially grateful for the generosity of all of our guests 
and for those who were unable to join us in person.

With the support of so many, the Gala was able to raise 
$38,600 for Illinois Lutheran Schools. Thank you for
suppor�ng Illinois Lutheran Schools. To God be the Glory!
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Faculty Anniversaries
Joe Archer - 40 Years of Service
Joe Archer graduated from Dr. Mar�n Luther College in 1978. He and his wife Pam were 
married shortly a�er gradua�on. His first call was to a WELS Spanish mission school, San 
Pablo Lutheran School in Tucson, AZ. There he served as principal and taught all eight 
grades in a one-room school for three years. In 1981 he accepted a call to Mt. Calvary 
Lutheran School in Flagstaff, AZ. During his nine years at Mt. Calvary, he served as 
principal, athle�c director, Sunday School Superintendent, and taught grades 4-8.

In 1990, he accepted a call to East Fork Lutheran High School on the Apache Indian 
Reserva�on, where he served as vice principal and taught Algebra, General Science, 
Biology, Chemistry, and Anatomy and was the technology coordinator. He also coached 
high school football, basketball, and baseball.

In 1995, he accepted a call to Illinois Lutheran High School to serve as principal. In 1998, he was appointed 
interim administrator of Illinois Lutheran Schools, which he served for 17 years. He now serves as the junior 
high/high school principal and teaches two sec�ons of 8th Grade Earth Science. Joe also currently serves our 
Wisconsin Synod as a member of the Mar�n Luther College’s Governing Board. He currently serves on the 
Administra�ve Commi�ee. He is in the 4th year of a 6 year term.

Recently, Pam and Joe celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary as well as 40 years together in ministry. They 
have been blessed with two awesome sons, Nathan and Brent. Nathan and his family live in Milwaukee, WI 
where he works for a children’s book company. Brent and his family live in Watertown, WI where he serves as a 
science professor at Luther Prep. Pam and Joe are further blessed by two wonderful daughters-in-law, Jill and 
Becky, and seven wonderful grandchildren.

Tim Rimpel - 40 Years of Service
Tim Rimpel was born and raised in southwestern Michigan. His parents placed a high 
priority on the importance of a Chris�an educa�on. Tim a�ended St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School (K-8), and Michigan Lutheran High School as one of twelve students in the first 
gradua�ng class (1974).

Tim a�ended Dr. Mar�n Luther College and graduated from the WELS teacher training 
school in 1978. He was called to teach sixth grade at Trinity Lutheran School in Crete. 
Tim has served the church and schools in Crete ever since. Over the last 40 years, his call 
to Crete has given him a variety of teaching opportuni�es and experiences. He has 
taught in the intermediate and junior high levels of our Lutheran school system. For 

three years he was the grade school’s interim principal. For the last 20 years, he has taught at Illinois Lutheran 
High School and has led Bible classes at Trinity Lutheran Church. From �me to �me, he has coached, directed 
choir, and has been the junior high athle�c director. 

In addi�on to the teaching experiences and opportuni�es, he was able to earn two post-graduate degrees: 
Master of Arts in Social Science from Governors State University (1987) and Master of Arts in Religion from 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (2001).

A�er his first year in Crete, he married Luann nee Punke. They have been married for 39 years and have three 
children: Josh (38), Becky (35), and Jacob (15). Looking back on his years that have gone by so quickly, both he 
and Luann feel very grateful for the opportunity to serve the Lord in Crete, and they pray that the Lord will 
con�nue to bless the work of their ministry in Crete to impact souls for �me and for eternity.
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Faculty Anniversaries

Beth Schuppe - 35 Years of Service
Beth Schuppe graduated from Dr. Mar�n Luther College in 1983. She returned to 
Memphis, TN to con�nue managing gas sta�ons for Exxon because she did not receive a 
call. A�er only 3 weeks in summer, God called her to St. John’s Lutheran School in Two 
Rivers, WI to teach 5th grade, 5-8th grade girls PE, and coach all girls’ sports for 5-8th 
grades.

In 1987, Beth was led to accept a call to Illinois Lutheran High School, which was to open 
its doors to freshmen and sophomores in its inaugural year in August. There she was to 
teach keyboarding and word processing on the state-of-the-art Apple II computers, 

teach 9th grade PE, 10th grade European History, and coach the girls volleyball and basketball.

Throughout the early years, as ILHS grew into a full-fledged 4-year high school, classes were added or removed 
depending on need. Today, in the 32nd year of the high school, she teaches 8th grade American History, 9th 
grade World History, 11th and 12th elec�ves such as Economics, American Government and Contemporary 
World History, and she coaches the Scholas�cs Bowl team.

Sco� Sievert - 35 Years of Service
Sco� Sievert was born in Neenah, WI to Marvin and Darleen Sievert and is the oldest of 
three brothers. He a�ended Trinity Lutheran School in Neenah and graduated from Fox 
Valley Lutheran High School in Appleton, WI. Sco� a�ended Dr. Mar�n Luther College 
and graduate with a B.S. degree in Elementary Educa�on and a minor in Science 
Educa�on. He married his wife, Stacey, in 1993, and they were blessed with their 
daughter, Samantha, in 1996.

A�er gradua�on from DMLC, Sco� received his first call to serve the Lord at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church and School in Plymouth, NE, where he served as principal for grades

5th - 8th and also carried out various other responsibili�es including coaching and choir direc�ng. A�er serving 
at St. Paul’s for 11 years, he received a call to serve Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School in Wausau, WI. 
A�er 13 years he received his call to Illinois Lutheran. During his service here, he has served as elementary 
school principal, teacher in Grades 5 and 6, and now the vice-principal. 

At various �mes during Sco�’s service, he has been a school visitor, school counselor, teachers’ conference 
officer, principals’ conference officer, assistant to the Parish Schools Coordinator in the Western Wisconsin 
District, Special Ministries secretary in the Nebraska District, secretary of the Western Wisconsin District 
Ministerial Scholarship Commi�ee, and an advisor to the Parish Schools Coordinator of the Southwest Wisconsin 
District.
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New Faculty & Staff
Mr. Jeffrey Falck grew up in Tomah, Wisconsin and is the son of re�red Pastor Daniel and 
Judy Falck. He is one of four children – 2 girls and one boy. A�er a�ending Lutheran 
elementary schools through 8th grade, he a�ended Luther High School in Onalaska, 
Wisconsin before finishing at Mar�n Luther Prep School in Prairie du Chien. Jeff received 
his undergraduate degree in educa�on and Social Studies from Mar�n Luther College in 
New Ulm, MN. He has also earned a Masters degree in educa�onal leadership from 
Mar�n Luther College.

Jeff has taught a variety of grade combina�ons in grades 4-8 at schools in Iowa, 
Wisconsin, and Colorado. He brings 18 years of teaching experience and 12 years of

administra�ve experience to Illinois Lutheran and is excited to work with the families of Illinois Lutheran.

Jeff is married to Karena and has four children: Ava, Brady, Ida, and Max. He enjoys music (especially playing the 
organ for worship) and college football. He also enjoys traveling the country with his family and exploring new 
places.

Mrs. Jessica Kjenstad grew up in Zion, IL and graduated from Mar�n Luther College in 
New Ulm, MN. Mrs. Kjenstad teaches second grade. She also coaches junior high girls' 
basketball. She has been teaching on and off at Illinois Lutheran since 2002. When asked 
what she enjoys most about teaching, she said, "I love sharing Jesus with my students 
and ge�ng them excited about reading books."

When not at school, Jessica enjoys being with her family, reading, shopping, and 
watching sports. Jessica and her husband, Mark, have two children: Ryen and Reah.

Mrs. Karena Falck grew up in Lansing, MI and a�ended school at Emanuel First Lutheran. 
She a�ended high school at Michigan Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw, MI. Karena 
a�ended one year of college at Eastern Michigan University to study Interior Design.
Her sophomore year she transferred to Mar�n Luther College in New Ulm, MN. She 
graduated in 2000 with a degree in Elementary Educa�on. She was not assigned a 
teaching posi�on and found work as an op�cian and subs�tute teacher in the Cedar 
Rapids, IA school district. Her first WELS teaching posi�on was K-3 at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran in Cedar Rapids, IA. Karena has also taught in Wisconsin and Colorado, and she 
has teaching experience in the daycare se�ng up through 8th grade.

Karena is married to Jeffrey Falck, and they have four children: Ava, Brady, Ida, and Max. In their spare �me, they 
love to travel to na�onal parks and monuments. Jeff and Karena were both history majors in college, so they love 
to take their kids to historic places of interest! Fun fact – she worked as a teen zoo keeper at Po�er Park Zoo in 
Lansing, MI. Her hobbies are CU football, gardening, animals, and art. Their family is excited to be here!  
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New Faculty & Staff

Mrs. Rebecca Jahns grew up in Watertown, WI, and a�ended a Lutheran grade school 
and high school. She received a bachelor’s degree in communica�ons from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Mrs. Jahns worked in sales management for several 
years before turning to MLC and the public teaching ministry. Upon gradua�ng, her short 
term assignments took her to Manitowoc Lutheran High School and St. Peter’s, 
Kekoskee, WI, before spending eleven years at Winnebago Lutheran Academy in Fond du 
Lac, WI. During that �me she met her husband, and they are blessed to raise Eliza, now 
in 6th grade, and Ethan, currently in 3rd. She then took a break from teaching to focus 
more on her family, during which �me she worked in sales and marke�ng. The Jahns 
family moved here from Slinger, WI in June, and her husband, Jim, now works for Voss 
Equipment in Harvey, IL. Thanks to so many people here, they have se�led in quite 
easily. Rebecca is excited to return to the full-�me ministry and serve Jesus’ lambs here 
at ILHS.

Mr. Jacob Lash lived his whole life in Racine, WI. He is the oldest of three children of 
Brian and Kim Lash, who have both lived in the Racine/Kenosha area since childhood as 
well.

Jacob graduated from Shoreland Lutheran High School in 2013 and immediately went to 
Mar�n Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota the following fall. A�er spending five 
years there, he graduated from Mar�n Luther College in the spring of 2018 with a 
double major in Secondary Mathema�cs Educa�on and Elementary Educa�on. Just a 
few hours a�er gradua�on, Mr. Lash received an assignment from the WELS assignment 
commi�ee to teach high school and junior high math at ILS.

Jacob loves all kinds of sports and is forever loyal to all of his Wisconsin sports teams. Outside of school, Jacob 
will find himself playing soccer or basketball, exploring the beau�ful outdoors, or playing some disc golf at any 
courses he can find.

Mr. Phil Adickes is the youngest of 8 and was born in Fort Atkinson, WI. His family moved 
to Arizona in the late 70s when his dad was Called to Arizona Lutheran Academy. Phil 
a�ended Phoenix College and also worked with a professional photographer during 
those years un�l he decided it was �me for a change. He enrolled in Mar�n Luther 
College in 1993. In 1997, Phil was assigned to California Lutheran HS as a dorm 
supervisor for one year. Then in 1998 he was assigned as grades 6-8 teacher, Athle�c 
Director, and Principal to Faith LS in Tacoma, WA. They spent 16 years there un�l 2014 
when he accepted a Call to Zion in Denver.

Phil and his wife, Anne, have three children: Leah, Levi and Grace. In his free �me, he
loves listening to music, being outside, working in the yard, riding his bike, skateboarding, playing basketball, and 
working on his 1978 Conver�ble Volkswagen Super Beetle. His favorite pas�me is cheering on the Packers.
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New High School Bleachers
Illinois Lutheran would like to thank the Athle�c Department, the Booster Club, and the Gala Commi�ee for the 
commitment and many hours of work that was done to make the purchase of brand new bleachers at the high 
school possible. The Booster Club and Gala Commi�ee played a vital role in being able to make the purchase of 
the new bleachers for the high school.

We are truly blessed to have so many parents and supporters who are commi�ed to helping Illinois Lutheran. To 
God be the Glory!

Pictured Le�:
Back Row, Le� to Right - Debbie Cantu and Judy Tatge 
(Boosters);

Middle Row, Le� to Right - Melissa Zimmer and 
Elizabeth Oestmann (Gala), Donna DiMascio 
(Boosters);

Front Row, Le� to Right - Kelly Gala�e (Gala), Mark 
Kjenstad (Ac�vi�es Director), and Trista Daly (Gala).  
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Charger Vision 2028

Illinois Lutheran Mission:
Illinois Lutheran provides a quality, Chris�an 
educa�on to students of the Church and community 
and the world by nurturing and reaching souls for 
�me and eternity.

Illinois Lutheran Values:
Core Values are the things that we care about the 
most and guide us as an ins�tu�on. 
• Illinois Lutheran is Christ-Centered.
 ○ Every aspect of our school system, including 

academics, fine arts, co-curriculars, leadership, 
and others, revolve around Christ and the 
salva�on He provides for all people. 

• Illinois Lutheran exhibits a loving family culture. 
 ○ Illinois Lutheran embodies what it means to be a 

loving family in which we respect one another, 
treat each other with kindness and compassion, 
and love one another as Christ has loved us. 

• Illinois Lutheran maintains a safe and nurturing   
 environment.
 ○ Illinois Lutheran maintains an atmosphere of 

safety where efforts are made to ensure 
students are secure from physical and emo�onal 
harm. 

 ○ Illinois Lutheran is a nurturing environment in 
which students are given the opportunity to 
grow in academics, co-curriculars, maturity, 
personal rela�onships, and faith. 

• Illinois Lutheran provides academic excellence. 
 ○ The curriculum at Illinois Lutheran is rigorous but 

fair. It meets students where they are at but also 
encourages them to strive for excellence through 
the gi�s God has given them. 

• Illinois Lutheran has caring and qualified teachers 
 and staff.
 ○ Teachers and staff at Illinois Lutheran care 

deeply about the physical, emo�onal, rela�onal, 
and spiritual health of our students and are 
commi�ed to enhancing their abili�es to fulfill 
our mission. 

Desired Values are the values that we will strive to 
obtain in the future. 
• Illinois Lutheran desires to inspire an ac�ve faith life 

in students, parents, and other stakeholders. 
• Illinois Lutheran desires to inspire students to 

become servant leaders during their school years 
and throughout their adult lives. 

• Illinois Lutheran desires to increase student and 
parent involvement in our churches, communi�es, 
and school. 

• Illinois Lutheran desires to create an atmosphere 
that is student focused in which we can meet the 
needs of all our students. 

• Illinois Lutheran desires to create an atmosphere of 
accountability in which we hold ourselves 
accountable to each other, our mission, and our God. 

Charger Vision 2028

10–Year Target – this is the long-term goal that 
everyone will be working toward and with God’s 
blessings will be accomplished by 2028. 
• Illinois Lutheran is a vibrant and sustainable ministry 
and an innova�ve leader in academics and co-
curricular ac�vi�es built around a growing family of 
believers who con�nually live their faith in words and 
ac�ons.

 ○ Illinois Lutheran is a vibrant Lutheran school 
that…

 ▪ Is financially sustainable. 
 ▪ Provides an innova�ve curriculum that meets 

students’ needs.
 ▪ Provides a diverse array of co-curriculars 

including athle�cs, academic clubs, and fine 
arts.

 ▪ Is expanding God’s kingdom by growing our 
family of believers and ac�vely reaching out into 
our community and the world.

 ▪ Encourages one another by displaying our faith 
in our words and ac�ons. 

Charger Vision 2028 is the strategic plan for Illinois Lutheran. Within the plan, all stakeholders of ILS will work 
toward a common goal to further our mission to provide a quality, Chris�an educa�on to students of the 
Church, community, and the world.
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Charger Vision 2028

5–Year Vision Statements – these succinct statements 
provide a picture of what we are working to 
accomplish. 
 • Curriculum – Illinois Lutheran provides a 

curriculum that meets students where they are at 
by addressing their learning needs and providing 
for the requirements of a 21st century learner. 

 • Facili�es – Illinois Lutheran has an enhanced 
facility that meets the needs of our students, 
provides a safe learning environment, is large 
enough to meet enrollment needs, and enhances 
the programs we offer. Buildings are regularly 
maintained and assessed to facilitate the mission. 

 • Enrollment – Illinois Lutheran maintains a PreK-12 
enrollment of 500 students including residen�al 
students who reside on campus or with a host 
family.  

 • Outreach – Illinois Lutheran ac�vely par�cipates 
in the community by being involved in community 
events, hos�ng community events, and offering 
classes to the community. 

 • Staffing – Illinois Lutheran maintains a faculty and 
staff that adequately meets the needs of our 
students, parents, and the school system in 
general. 

    • Sustainability – Illinois Lutheran is a sustainable 
ministry with a variety of funding sources. 

 • Tui�on Assistance – Illinois Lutheran furthers its 
mission by providing a variety of opportuni�es for 
families to reduce the cost of tui�on. 

 • Recruitment – Illinois Lutheran has an ac�ve 
recruitment team that u�lizes a variety of means 
to market Illinois Lutheran and reach more 
students. 

 • Co-Curriculars – Illinois Lutheran has significant 
student and parental involvement in a diverse 
offering of co-curriculars including athle�cs, 
academic clubs, and fine arts. 

3–Year Core Strategic Priori�es – Academics, 
facili�es, and enrollment are the key priori�es in 
which all areas of the school system including 
students, faculty and staff, leaders, and parents will 
focus on for the next 3 years. We will work to 
complete our strategic priori�es simultaneously as 

each are interconnected to one another. They will 
bring us closer to realizing our 10-year target. 

1st Strategic Priority and Measurable Goal(s)
Priority: Enhanced buildings and facili�es
Goal(s): Completely renovated/new grade school 
 facility, JH/HS classroom addi�on, and   
 poten�ally a new gym and permanent living 
 structure for resident students at the high 
 school.
 • Con�nued evalua�on of current and future needs
 • Contract an architect for plans and costs
 • Present building enhancement plans to delegates  

and congrega�ons
 • Capital fundraising campaign
 • Private and corporate donors
 • Finance plan to pay for balance a�er capital 

campaign
 • Break ground on grade school by the 2020-2021  
 school-year
 • Complete and begin using new grade school by 
    2021-2022 school year

2nd Strategic Priority and Measurable Goal(s)
Priority: Increase student enrollment
Goal(s): Increase Pre-K-12 enrollment to 400 students 
               by 2021. 
 • Enhance facili�es to accommodate larger student 
    body
 • Ac�vely recruit students from surrounding area
 • Expand our capabili�es to house interna�onal  
    students and weekly resident students
 • Con�nually evaluate and expand academic 
    offerings
 • Con�nually evaluate and expand our co-curricular 
    offerings
 • Con�nually evaluate and expand our fine arts 
    programs
 • Increase tui�on assistance
 • Strive to maintain a compe��ve tui�on
 • Add staff as needed to reach students who may 
    struggle academically and provide opportuni�es 
    for students with diverse gi�s
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Charger Vision 2028

3rd Strategic Priority and Measurable Goal(s)
Priority: Early Childhood Program
Goal(s): Expand Early Childhood and a�er-school care 
 opportuni�es by enhancing the facility and     
 growing enrollment to 50 students by 2021.
 • Enhance building to accommodate increased ECC 

capabili�es
 • Enhance building to accommodate increased ECC 

enrollment
 • Add staff to accommodate increased ECC 

enrollment
 • Add ECC Director to accommodate ECC growth
 • Con�nually seek ways to set our ECC program 

apart from others in the area
 • Develop a curriculum that is appropriate and 

includes instruc�on and childcare

1–Year Plan – these are the goals we hope to 
accomplish within the next year and will bring us 
closer to accomplishing our 3-year core strategic 
priori�es. 
 • Develop a building plan that will address our 

current and future needs.
 • Develop and launch a capital fundraising 

campaign.
 • Develop a religious curriculum which focuses on 

strategies for outreach, understanding the 
unchurched and other religions, and a chance to 
travel to a home or world mission to apply that 
learned knowledge.

 • Develop a system-wide curriculum that meets the 
needs of the 21st century learner which includes 
collabora�on, cri�cal thinking, crea�vity, and 
communica�on.

 • Develop a curriculum that incorporates foreign 
language, technology, and fine arts at the grade 
school.

 • Develop a curriculum that incorporates science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and math at the 
high school.

 • Develop a voca�onal curriculum or provide for 
this learning opportunity in other ways.

 • Develop a curriculum that includes a senior 
project as part of gradua�on requirement.

 • Provide high school students with an opportunity 
to a�end a community college to obtain college 
credits while s�ll in high school.

 • Increase the number of students who a�end 
Mar�n Luther College and Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary.

 • Develop of series of encouragement videos in 
regard to the relevancy of God’s Word, the 
importance of regular worship and devo�on, 
using the law and gospel in discipline, and other 
topics.

 • Develop and implement a social media campaign 
for our alumni, donors, and community in regard 
to who Illinois Lutheran is.

 • Increase alumni involvement by crea�ng a 
comprehensive database of alumni.

 • Increase recruitment efforts by being ac�ve in the 
community, churches, and beyond.

 • Add a learning coordinator who can assist 
struggling learners.

 • Increase tui�on assistance.

Legacy Celebra�ons
We would love to share in your celebra�ons! New 
marriage, baby, gradua�on? Share your exci�ng news 
with your fellow alumni. We would love to see photos 
as well! Send them to Jessica at jbushey@ilhs.org.

Legacy Gi�s
A monetary gi� is given in honor of another alumni 
who has entered his or her eternal life or is being 
recognized for an achievement. If you are interested in 
giving a gi� to Illinois Lutheran, please contact Mr. 
Archer at  or 708.672.3262.jearcher@ilhs.org

Did You Know
How can you be an ac�ve part of the Illinois Lutheran 
ministry? We would love to talk to you about how you 
can be a part of our ministry. Please contact Mr. 
Archer at  or 708.672.3262. Join the jearcher@ilhs.org
alumni facebook group at ILHS Alumni Associa�on.
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