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Have you seen all that has been happening this summer at our grade 
school campus? I imagine some of you have at least driven or walked 
by the facility and have witnessed the flurry of construction activity 
or taken notice of all of the equipment. Some of you may have 
followed Principal Jeff Falck’s videos on Facebook all summer which 
have given a virtual play-by-play of what is happening on the inside 
each week. A few of us have been able to see the improvements
first hand, and we are eager for everyone to see the finished portion 
of this phase of construction very soon. 

These are exciting times at Illinois Lutheran Schools! The elementary 
campus will begin the year with a brand new entryway, a completely 
redone administrative center, an overhauled heating system, and 
beautiful new bathrooms. We thank God for the work that has been 
done and for the resources provided for this project at this point. 

However, the work has just begun. We have a long way to go. Our 
leadership team has made facility improvement a top strategic goal 
over the next few years. Our buildings have served many generations 
of students; yet, now is the time to invest in our future. Our mission 
continues to be that we will provide a quality, Christian education to 
the students of our churches, the community, and the world by 
nurturing and reaching souls for time and eternity. We need our 
facilities to enhance, not hinder, this mission. 

Our next step over the course of the next year or two is to finish 
remodeling our elementary campus. We look to renovate the 
classrooms, install central air conditioning throughout the building,

Growing in Grace: Building in Faith
The Time is Now!

and completely overhaul the facade to give our building a modern, 
attractive appearance. If the Lord blesses us with the resources 
needed, a new field house at the high school campus could 
potentially become the next phase of our “Building in Faith” 
campaign. 

These improvements will only become reality through one way - God 
blesses our plans through generous support of our Trinity, Zion, and 
Illinois Lutheran Schools supporters and stakeholders. Over the next 
several months, we are looking to provide opportunities for those 
who support our school system and Christian education. We are 
excited to present these opportunities for our people to secure our 
educational ministry for many more generations of students as we 
continue to train Christian leaders for our churches and our society.    

For now, please pray. And, pray boldly! Pray for a safe and healthy 
start to the 2021-2022 school year. Pray for our teachers that they 
carry out their work daily with renewed energy for their students. 
Pray that our students find the new school year full of learning 
opportunities, fun, and excitement to be an Illinois Lutheran Charger. 
Finally, pray that the Lord abundantly blesses our work as we 
continue Growing in Grace and Building in Faith as we move forward 
with our plans!

In His service,
Duane Vance
Executive Director

New Start Date for Grades PreK - 6th
Just over two months ago we ended the school year a week early as the construction and renovation of our campus got started. Over the past two
months there have been busy days on campus with demolition, pouring concrete, building walls, adding pipes, and the list could go on and on.

Although the work has remained mostly on schedule, challenges related to supplies and scheduling have led us to plan for a minimum of a
one-week delay to the beginning of the school year on our elementary campus. Our current plan is to begin the school year on Monday, August
23rd for all students in grades PK-6. It is our hope that this one week delay will give the workers time to put the necessary finishing touches on
the project and give the teachers and staff time to make sure every classroom is ready for our precious students.

We will be watching the work closely and will keep you updated on any additional changes to the calendar. Note that we will not start any sooner
than August 23rd. We hope this one week delay might allow us to plan for a “bring your backpack” type of event the week of the 16th. Watch your
email and the ILS Facebook page for updates. This will not impact the start date at the junior high and high school campus, which is scheduled for
August 16th.
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ILHS Varsity Volleyball
Head Coach: Ruth Junker
Assistant Coach: Jeff Rick

What a rollercoaster season we had! 
We started during the summer of 
2020 with small groups to work on 
our strength and conditioning and 
then received the go ahead to get 
together as a whole group to start 
our summer contact days. Shortly
after we began our practices, 
everything was stopped again. 

We learned our season, which 
normally begins in August, would
not be happening as scheduled
and we would be moved to the 
spring. We were allowed to have 
contact days in September and 
October, and then we waited until
we got the word that we could
start our season in March. It was a 
crazy schedule. We played lots of 
games in a short 6 week period of 
time and overlapping seasons with 
softball and track, but the girls 
showed their resiliency and worked 
hard to have a productive season. 

With no post season play, the girls 
had a unique opportunity to end 
their season with a win. They took 
this opportunity and put together
5 wins to end the season with a
9-7 record. We celebrated our lone 
senior, Iris Alexander, and had a win 
against Iroquois West on Senior 
Night. The team followed that with
a hard fought and upset win at 
Gardner South Wilmington on their 
Senior Night. We then finished
the season with 3 straight wins 
against Donovan, St. Anne and
Tri Point. 

What started as a frustrating and 
unknown time, ended with a group 
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of girls taking the opportunity that 
was given them and working hard to 
make it the best they could! 

With the graduation of only one, 
next season we will be returning our 
four juniors: Sofia Biesterfeld, Grace 
Adickes, Hannah Nagle and Alyssa 
Boren; and our four sophomores:
Zoe Biesterfeld, Grace Atherton,
Ryleigh Peters and Kelsey Bruns.

Despite the short season, there still 
were several awards that were 
earned. River Valley Conference All 
Conference team included                                                                                                                                         
Sofia Biesterfeld-1 st Team, Hannah 
Nagle-2nd Team and Grace Adickes-
Special Mention.

Sofia Biesterfeld also received two
All State Honors. She was chosen
for the IL Prep Volleyball/Michio
All State team: Special Mention,
and the Champaign News Gazette
All State team: Honorable Mention. 
Our team awards were Most 
Valuable Player-Sofia Biesterfeld, 
Most Improved Player-Ryleigh Peters 
and Best Teammate-Hannah Nagle.

Many thanks to the girls and their 
parents for dealing with all the 
changes we had throughout the year. 
Thanks to Nate Hinz for working on 
all the many schedule changes 
throughout the year. Thanks, also,
to Jeff Rick for dedicating his time to
the volleyball team these past two 
seasons.

But above all, thanks to God for 
giving us the opportunity to have our 
season and for keeping everything 
safe and healthy!

Junior Varsity Volleyball Team
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2021 Golf Outing - 24th Year!
Thank you to Tim and Debbie Cantu for 
organizing another successful Illinois 
Lutheran Schools’ Golf Outing. God blessed 
us with a great day! Our meal from Dal 
Santo's Sausage and Catering, as always,
was delicious. We had almost more 
participants this year than in 2019!

In addition to thanking God for our 
wonderful day, we need to thank our 
generous DINNER SPONSORS, each of our 
HOLE SPONSORS, every DONOR and every 
VOLUNTEER. Thank you to Norbert 
Wilkening - Thrivent Financial, and each of 
the GOLFERS. Without ALL of you, this event 
cannot be a success!

We also want to say thank you to Lincoln 
Oaks Golf Course, Bob Seymour and Mark 
Haines. They make it so easy for us to have 
this event and go out of their way to make 
us happy! We hope everyone had a great 
time at this very important fundraiser, and 
we hope to see you all next year at our 25th 
annual golf outing!

THANK YOU!
Sponsors & Donors:

Athos Dental
(Dr. H. Todd Cubbon & Dr. John Athos, DDS)

SPG Green Garden Country Club
Metro, Jake & Brady Craig
Lincoln Oaks Golf Course

JDM Coatings (the Latzke Family)
Stockyards Insurance Company (Roland Biesterfeld)

Thrivent Financial (Norbert Wilkening)
Elements Salon Spa Retreat

Glenwoodie Golf Club
Woldhuis Farms Sunrise Greenhouse

(Trevor Woldhuis & Family)
Component Tool & Manufacturing Company

Shelly McGuire & Family
(In Memory of Ed (Mick) McGuire)

Tim Hari
Balmoral Woods Golf Club 

Walt’s Food Center
Terry & Elizabeth Mercer

Jason’s Pub (the Ojeda Family)
Scrementi’s Restaurant

Tuckaway Golf Club
Palmira Golf Club

Crete Cone Cottage
Scotts U Save Tire, Inc.

Old Town Tap, Smokey Jos (Vince Scrementi)
Precise Tree Care, Inc. (the Bettenhausen Family)

Evil Horse Brewery
ILS Scrip Program

Sharon’s Cakes
Crete Service Center

MOST Feed & Garden
The Edge
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Varsity Softball
Head Coach: David Kenyon
Assistant Coaches: Scott Peters & Maddy Peters

Illinois Lutheran varsity softball finished the season with a 5-11 
record. Head coach David Kenyon and assistant coaches Scott
Peters and Maddy Peters led the Chargers in 2021.

While a young team focused on building for the future, junior
Sofia Biesterfeld earned ICA Third-Team All-State and First-Team
RVC recognition. Sofia led the RVC in home runs (five) and scored
a team best 28 runs.

Junior Hannah Nagle, sophomore Zoe Biesterfeld, and freshman 
Kailey Van Es also received All-RVC honors. Hannah drove in a
team high 26 runs, Zoe led the Chargers with 26 hits, and Kailey 
paced the team with six doubles.

The team thanks senior Iris Alexander for her contributions and is 
excited to welcome the incoming freshman class.
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Head Coach: Jay Biesterfeld
Assistant Coach: Phil Adickes

We were looking forward to another great year after having 
claimed 13 wins the prior season. We began our practices in
mid-November only to be shutdown after 1 week of practice.
We waited all winter hoping for a chance to play some type of 
season. Finally, the state decided to let us begin play and gave us
a 6-week window to have our season for 2020-21.

Girls Basketball Plays Short Season
The team was short on
numbers as we lost a
total of 6 players
from the previous
year to graduation
and family relocation.
We embarked on our
year with only 5
players on the team
and therefore decided
to play a reduced schedule
to accommodate our small numbers.

Juniors Sofia Biesterfeld, Grace Adickes, Hannah Nagle and 
Sophomores Zoe Biesterfeld and Kelsey Bruns were the only 
members of the varsity team this past year. They all worked hard 
and did their best to keep up their energy as they all were required 
to play every minute of each game. 

The girls would finish the season with a 3-1 record losing their only 
contest in the final game by 6 pts. Even though it wasn’t a typical 
season for the girls, they were able to compete together and grow 
in their knowledge of the game. It was good for them to gain some 
more valuable experience as they prepare for a normal season next 
school year. We look forward to adding more members to the 
program and trying to have another successful run in the RVC.Photo Credit: Image Group Photography, LLC



Head Coach: Tanya Tomfohrde
Assistant Coaches: Anita Willitz, Jacob Lash, and Katty Van Alstine

The Chargers track and field team was able to enjoy a fairly normal season this year, which was a blessing after having missed the majority 
of the 2020 season. This year’s team had a solid group of athletes, despite the youth and inexperience of many on the team. Most were 
competing in high school track for the very first time. As a result, the team showed much growth and worked hard to improve.

At every single meet this season, there was always at least one athlete who achieved a personal best time or distance in at least one event. 
The constant hard work and improvement of the athletes made this team exciting to watch. With such a solid core of athletes in place, the 
young program is set to improve more and more every year.

To add to the excitement of the season, there were a number of athletes
who set or broke school records. These athletes include the following:
Men’s 300m IH - Hunter Schmitt - 51.93 seconds
Women’s 800m - Emma Oestmann - 3:29.31
Women’s High Jump - Alyssa Boren - 4’ 1.25”
Women’s Shot Put - Kelsey Bruns - 23’ 4.25”
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High School Track & Field

Head Coach: Nate Hinz
Assistant Coach: John Dorn

In a year with so much uncertainty about 
the season, namely whether or not we 
would have one,  we had 18 players come 
out to fill out a JV and a varsity team. The 
season started up in November only to be 
shut down by the IHSA 4 days into practice.  
Finally the word came in late January that 
the season could start up again.  

Schedules were quickly made and the boys 
ended up with an 11 game season for the 
varsity and 8 games for the JV. The JV had a 
lot of young new players who had to learn 
how to play. The JV players showed 
improvement throughout the season and 
ended up winning their final game against 
Donovan.

The varsity team played hard and competed 
well during the season.  Their 3-8 record 
doesn't reflect how hard they played and 
improved throughout the season.  The team 
was led by Tommy Zimmer, James Radtke, 

High School Boys Basketball
Joey Cantu, Vinny Cantu, and Evan Dane.  
Tommy Zimmer led the team with over 20 
points a game. He also won first team all 
conference. James Radtke won special 
mention by the conference and was second 
on the team in scoring. The Chargers will 
look forward to a full season next year and 
playing additional teams in the conference.

Junior Varsity Team
Photo Credit: Image Group Photography, LLC
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Director: Rebecca Jahns
Assistant Director: Anne Adickes

Drama this year was like none other. What we, the students and directors,
learned is to be grateful for what we had. In the late fall, the drama department
produced a masked version of The Twelve Days of Christmas in the high school
gym on a larger stage usually used for concerts. We had no live audience, but
the students rose to the occasion and brought their humor and love for drama
to a livestreamed audience, a first for the drama department. The joint junior
high and high school cast was led by junior Emma Oestmann, Shirley Partridge,
who needed to assemble all the participants for the annual production of the
infamous song. Coming upon obstacle after obstacle, Shirley, with the help of
Alyssa Swan, sophomore Leiah Foley, produced her own version of the song to
the delight of all.

This spring looked more like normal, except for the masks. Back on the stage in the grade school, a strong ensemble cast performed
a murder mystery comedy, The Crazy Quilt Club, to an in person audience as well as a livestreamed audience. Clues dropped as fast
as corpses, but thankfully Lt. McCoy, senior Noah Criddle, was on the scene to sort out the mess, or rather add to the mess. Finally,
with the trap set by Veronica Blather, junior Emma Oestmann, the murderer, Lydia Thornedyke, played by freshman Bella Blumer,
was revealed. Thank you to all the students, parents, and friends of ILHS drama for a wonderful year.  

a Cm luar bD

High School Drama

Junior High & High School Performance, The Twelve Days of Christmas High School Performance, The Crazy Quilt Club

Important Back-to School Events
Junior High Student & Parent Orientation - Wednesday, August 11 @ 6:30 PM
7th grade students and their parents are invited to join us for orientation in the high school gym. A presentation will be made by the ILS staff, and 
students will receive their schedules. Students may then go to their homeroom to open their lockers and leave their school supplies. 8th graders are 
also welcome to come pick up their schedule and place their school supplies in their lockers.

High School Freshman & New High School Student Orientation
Freshmen and new students at the high school are invited to pick up their schedules, meet their teachers, find their lockers, bring their supplies, and 
ask questions. Join us on Thursday, August 12 from 9 – 11 AM.

Elementary School - Back-to-School Backpack Night
Principal Falck is scheduling a Back-to-School Night at the Elementary School campus. Students and parents will be welcome to see the updates that 
have been made to the building, check out their child’s classrooms and bring their school supplies. Once this event has been scheduled, we will notify 
you with a call, text, and an email.
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We want to celebrate our ILS Chargers. We have so 
many talented students! If you were unable to 
participate in this publication, please send your 
photo and child’s outside of school participation 
information to Mrs. Bushey at jbushey@ilhs.org.

Michaela Neumann (sophomore) recently finished 12th in goat tying in the Illinois 
High School Rodeo State Finals. She finished just out of top half of contenders in 
trail course, in the bottom half in goat tying, pole bending, and barrel racing.

In Illinois Little Britches she finished 4th in trail, 6th in goats, 4th in poles and 5th 
in the All Around for Sr. Girls division. She is looking forward to both Illinois High 
School Rodeo & Illinois Little Britches starting back up in September and will 
spend the remainder of the summer working with Windston, her new pole and 
barrel horse, and running in NBHA (National Barrel Horse Association) shows and 
other local jackpots for barrels, poles and breakaway roping. Congratulations, 
Michaela. We are so proud of you!

Celebrating God-Given Talents

Ely Sonichsen (7th grade) plays hockey for the 
Kankakee Coyotes. Ely started playing when he was 
just 5 years old, and this is his 7th year playing. His 
long season begins in September and go through 
May. Way to go, Ely!

Vivienne Frazier (5th grade) and Ricky 
Ovadenko (PreK) have been attending 
Taekwondo since the end of the school 
year. They are learning respect and 
discipline while exercising their bodies.

Melody Clinton (PreK) just started 
soccer this year and is loving every 
minute of it!
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Thursday, August 12 @ 9 - 11 AM - Freshman Student Orientation - High School

Monday, August 16 - Junior High & High School - First Day of School

Wednesday, August 11 @ 6:30 PM - Junior High Student & Parent Orientation - High School

                                 11:30 AM - Early Release Junior High & High School

Monday, September 20 - School Picture Day

Tuesday, September 21 - Half Day of School - Teacher In-Service
                                 11:15 AM - Early Release Elementary School
                                 11:30 AM - Early Release Junior High & High School
                                 11:30 AM - Early Release Full Day Preschool

Friday, September 24 - Grandparents’ Day - Elementary School

Monday, September 6 - No School - Labor Day

Saturday, October 2 @ 6:30 - 8:30 PM - Junior High Dance - High School

                                 11:15 AM - Early Release Elementary School & Preschool
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